was in full eruption. I worked two years for the Stanford Research Institute. I will never forget that time of my life.
I came with a scholarship to complete my university education. Vastly different conditions from the ones that Basques faced one hundred years earlier. True, my experience was a century later from those who first came to this place around 1887. So even though I came under very different conditions, I soon found that despite everything, there were certain similarities.
Sure there is quite a difference between coming to take care of sheep like the late Felix Bilbao (see I take this opportunity to remember the significance of Basque Centers, given in an interview with the magazine Argia by Dr. Gloria Totoricagüena. Here is what she said: "I´ll continue my speech by talking about Basque Centers. I would say that Basque Centers are institutions with an educational environment. In reality they are not schools, nor do they have a formal structure.
There is no curriculum for teaching, or teachers or text books in them…but the Basque Center is a more important way of showing people how to be Basque than learning it from books. Much more alive. Basque Centers don´t do intellectual work. It´s more about emotion. In them you can come to understand your families and your ancestors' pathway. In that respect I can say that Basque Many came and thrived, others returned; some were successful, others not so much so, but also many of them ended up in unknown graves, when there wasn't enough money to record their names on tombstones. "Joan-Etorri, Going forth and Going back". The American dream was not always fulfilled for our ancestors. As Gloria was explaining to us I remember the feeling I experienced at that moment perfectly, that feeling of being completely overwhelmed. A mixture of nostalgia, sadness, excitement, and solidarity with our ancestors left me virtually speechless. "JoanEtorri, Going forth and Going back".
Years later, visiting Stanford University and its hospital, recalling my past in this country, I
was very aware that, in a way, I am also a product of the Basque Diaspora. Amerikanuak. I, too, although to a much smaller extent, and under conditions, maybe not better but different, was Amerikanua. My son is Amerikanua. And by the way, it's been 40 years since the first publishing of the book written by William Douglass and Jon Bilbao, Amerikanuak: Basques in the New World (see Figure 5 ), a book that is now a reference for all of us and that deserves the recognition that this conference is going to give it. In its introduction it reads, "The New World is a mosaic of ethnic groups. No period of its history, no sector of its society, and none of its regions may be understood fully if immigrant traditions and ethnic heritages are ignored. Consequently, the literature (both scientific and literary) dealing with the American immigrant and ethnic groups is staggering. But sheer quantity does not guarantee either quality or breadth in coverage. Certain ethnic groups and certain periods in the history of particular groups have received comprehensive treatment while others have remained at the margins of awareness and concern. Such is the case with the Basques, one of the leaststudied elements in the pluralistic social fabric of the Americas despite the fact that they were among the first Europeans to immigrate to the New World, as well as one of its most widely distributed immigrant groups." Rereading certain passages of the book I remember that the University of the Basque Country released the Spanish version of the book by Douglass and Bilbao through its publishing service. Being able to highlight this fact, is a source of joy for me as rector of the University of the Basque Country, although I have the feeling that we could have done more.
This leads me to reflect on what we have done, as the University of the Basque Country, to contribute to the development of relations with the Basque Diaspora and, above all, from the University perspective, to study it, and especially the academic Diaspora. When we talk about the Basque academic diaspora, names of people immediately come to mind who, many years ago, "Therefore, now that I am about to talk about this very pleasant subject for me as is the Basque University during this perhaps very solemn and critical occasion, I hope that you will realize that these mentioned cultural aspects are the perspective that our eyes need to behold, that it is not right to consider the issue with a narrow view of one who only wants to obtain for his country centralized, uniform, establishments with bureaucratic frigidness which is difficult to overcome and that the establishment of such centers in our land, which we love so much, must be to provide them with a life, according to the one developed around it with multiple manifestations, and in each of these manifestations its roots be grown so that the University becomes not an end but a means, a means for culture, and culture as well becomes a means, as the inscription says in the main building of the University of Columbia in New York, for public prosperity and for the glory of God."
As we know, it was under the term of Lehendakari Agirre that the Basque University was inaugurated in 1936 (see Figure 7) . A University which was silenced by the force of arms. The creation of the Basque University of '36 is, without a doubt, one of the great contributions made by We should establish a space for this relationship which could serve as a meeting place for dialogue, for sharing and contrasting ideas and for generating and transmitting knowledge. A space allowing the Basque Country to continue growing in knowledge with input from anywhere in the world.
We must take steps and in this sense, today I want to acknowledge here, that the University of the Basque Country should have been much more active in the promotion and development of the academic community of the Basque diaspora. It was our responsibility and our duty.
Therefore, I want to announce our determination to establish a specific program for the historical study of the academic community of the Basque diaspora, as well as for the design and development of the necessary tools to establish and promote it. In particular, these are the actions we propose in the short term: This academic community of the Basque diaspora can be a tool for promoting, strengthening and working together with universities interested in academic programs on Basque studies. This is, without a doubt, another of the obligations of the University of the Basque Country.
In this section, I also want to show our commitment to continue working with universities offering Basque studies and also with the different chairs which, thanks to the work and support of the Etxepare Basque Institute, have been created in different universities. I think that enhancing research, scientific publications, joint postgraduate programs and especially theses in supervision of Basque Studies is, in addition to our duty, one of the most important contributions that we must make as a public Basque University. JON BILBAO CHAIR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA-RENO. The main purpose of this Chair is to promote international research and knowledge about the Basque diaspora and Basque culture, and to collaborate around that objective. The Chair has created a research grant for a visiting professor,called Jon Bilbao Visiting Research Fellow, which is renewable annually or biannually. The fellow will be based in the CBS of the University of Nevada, Reno, the lead agency in teaching and researching about the Basque diaspora in the United States of America. The chair was created in 2014.
I am not the person in charge of the Etxepare Basque Institute but it is a great pleasure and honor for me to announce that a new chair will be created thanks to the agreement that they will soon sign with Boise State University. The chair will be named "Eloise Garmendia Bieter" and this will be one of the best ways to give tribute to the key role that women played in the development 8 BOGA: Basque Studies Consortium Journal, Vol. 3, Iss. 1 http://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/boga/vol3/iss1/2 and settlement of the Basque Diaspora. Women who in silence and without any public role carried out their consistent and hard work, never getting a break, making our cultural heritage and identity transmission possible.
I would like to take this opportunity to remember a person who was instrumental in the development of Basque studies programs, Pete Cenarrusa (see Figure 8) . Two years ago he left us, but his legacy remains with us. We give thanks to Pete Cenarrusa for his example and support through the foundation that bears his name and whose objectives I am about to read, and which the University of the Basque Country fully shares:
The Cenarrusa Foundation for Basque Culture was founded in 2003 as the Cenarrusa Center for Basque Studies. Our goal was to preserve, educate and connect the Basque community and the world through research, projects and educational opportunities by establishing a Basque Studies program at Boise State University. On the other hand, being in the United States in the context of this Symposium and Jaialdi 2015, I must mention the fundamental role of Basque Centers, and especially their relationship with the North American Basque Organizations, Inc. (NABO). I understand this to be another key for improving the contribution that the University of the Basque Country can make to the development of these studies and to encourage mobility. Indeed, "Joan-Etorri, Going forth and Going back".
As I mentioned before, promoting the mobility of our young people is also an objective that we want to see grow from the University of the Basque Country, collaborating with NABO and North American universities, mainly those that promote Basque studies. We would like to initiate specific programs, particularly targeting the Basque diaspora, although not exclusively, to encourage mobility. This way we encourage the sons and daughters of the Basque community to get to know Basque culture and its language first hand. We propose the establishment of schools and summer courses, organized jointly with universities and NABO, where students interested in Basque studies can make stays programmed with academic and recreational activities. Under the name "Basque Yourself Summer School Program" we would offer training in the following topics:
The This academic program would be accompanied by a proposal including recreational activities to experience first-hand the material presented in traditional classes. These experiences would include field trips to government institutions, business visits, and attending performances of Basque spontaneous sung poetry, dance and music as well as fronton events or attending the festivals of the various towns. Encouraging mobility, making the University of the Basque Country accessible to the diaspora, helping to learn more about our country, our culture and language are the objectives we pursue with this specific program of courses and this summer school.
Our symbol, created by the artist Eduardo Chillida, represents the tree of knowledge (see Figure 9 ). It has its roots in the Basque Country, but its branches extend to the world, giving shelter to whoever wishes it. Without a doubt, we want to make a special effort for those citizens of the Basque diaspora. In this context, it is worth remembering similar successful initiatives already undertaken in Figure 10 ).
Again "Joan-Etorri, Going forth and Going back".
It would be wonderful if the Basque diaspora considered the University of the Basque Country as another of its universities. That's why initiatives like the ones we propose today are definitely a necessary step.
The University of the Basque Country wants to be present in the Basque diaspora. We want to increase our cooperation with American universities which, like Boise State University, are committed to Basque Studies. We want to be the European benchmark university for the young people of the Basque diaspora. We sincerely hope that the ideas we have presented today can serve to achieve this goal.
